Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service:115

Call to Worship ??

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ: OUR ONLY Help is in Name of the Lord – Creator Heavens/Earth... Receive God’s Greeting… Grace, Mercy, Peace & Love be yours from God the Father thru our Lord Jesus Christ. Am.
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #331
“Rejoice, the Lord is King!”

For our Call to Confession: Ephesians 5:1-10



Are you living in such a way, that you are aiming to please the Lord? 

This is a big deal… Paul here explains that the summary of Christian living is that you and I are to be imitators of God. We are to be beloved children walking in love – and we have discussed briefly the nature of love as an action in recent weeks. But does this describe your life?! DO YOU WANT TO BE PLEASING TO GOD? Or at the base of your life and way of life… Are you only interested in what pleases you?!  If so, then perhaps you are not a child of the light! And if you are, then you are one who desperately needs to repent and realign your priorities with your Heavenly Father! And that is something which we all need to do, to one degree or another… So, let us come before Him in a Song of Confession. 

Sing:  PSALM #51B   SING vs.1,2,5,7 – Tune Gethsemane (on the right)

Add note of Assurance thru faith and repentance in Christ.
Let’s come before the Lord in our time of congregational Prayer:
IN FAITH,  let us generously serve God now, as we Bring to God His tithes & our additional Free-will offerings! 
Continue to Worship in Song #315   NEW “Since our great High Priest” (good for Phil. Series, need to learn)
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 2:1-18 (12-18)

Sermon Title:
“God’s Gospel Garlic”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #505
“Be thou My Vision, O Lord of my Life” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#117 – New Doxology to memorize: “Praise Jehovah All ye Nations” 
Morning Sermon: “God’s Gospel Garlic”





Philippians #16
Text: Philippians 2:1-18 (12-18)  
   Reading: John 5:1-9A
Introduction:
 When I was in the USA, I absolutely loved Claussen Deli-Style Garlic Pickles – THEY ARE Delicious! Not bread and butter pickles, these were large cucumbers that had been pickled in cold process which kept them absolutely crunchy. They have an amazing salty Garlic Vinegar and are totally delicious. The only problem was this… When I ate too many of those…  I stank of Garlic! As you know… when you have enough Garlic IN YOU – it will work its way out your pores, and you smell like Garlic. Don’t get me wrong, I love the smell of fresh Garlic, cooked garlic, pickled garlic, stuffed Garlic, but I am NOT A fan of smelling Garlic in someone else’s sweat! Yuck!


But if it is in you – it will work its way out! Do the slightest amount of exercise and you will smell that garlic. And in that way, the Gospel is something like Garlic. It was designed and intended by God to be something that is worked out into every area of life. If you are a True Christian through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, then you will show signs of that faith in your words, attitudes and actions. You will smell like Christ as you exercise self-control and love and grace with one another. And that is just one of the lessons which we Phil.2:12-18 teaches us.
(Review) Last week, We began looking at the beginning of the theme for vs.12-18: True Christians will Live Their Faith in God’s Strength as Joyful Witnesses for Christ! Particularly focusing on the idea that True Christians will Live their faith. We saw how vs. 12 and following is Paul’s expansion on the contrast between salvation and discipleship: Salvation is Free by Faith in Christ, but Discipleship comes at a cost. AS we began dissecting vs.12, we were reminded of the need for love, accountability and obedience within the body of Christ! And in particular, each Christian must learn the lesson of the Exalted and Conquering Christ – that you should be working out your salvation with fear and trembling! You must humble yourself before Christ & respect His Word!
This morning, we continue to look at vs.12-13, particularly asking and answering the questions: What does this mean? and What does this look like in daily life?! As I mentioned last time, we will keep that same theme:

 True Christians will LIVE their faith in God’s strength as Joyful witnesses for Christ.    But we will be focusing on the central element there: True Christians will LIVE THEIR FAITH IN GOD’S STRENGTH. 
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Call to Work Out 
II. The Comfort of God’s Work IN 
Let’s begin with:

I. The Call to Work Out     
(REPEAT)
Let’s begin by focusing on those words: Work out your salvation with Fear and Trembling!
 
There was just too much there to begin digging too deeply last week! So, let’s begin digging in now…
We’ll start 1st with that Word translated WORK Out = 
To Work Out… to Perform, increase, exercise… to develop… to spread… What is it that you are to be developing, spreading and working out?! Your own salvation… 

Before we take that second step to application and understanding, we need to pause to consider what Paul means by “Your Salvation.” What salvation is this!? 

             In the context, We can’t help but understand that Paul is talking clearly about your salvation in Christ.             I mean, just think about it… What have we been looking at for weeks? Just the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ thru whom we are saved completely by faith! So, Paul is NOT – NOT – NOT saying, Work to EARN your salvation! It is impossible to understand these words in that way. Furthermore, Paul is NOT saying, God works for those who work for themselves… As if God is merely a strength multiplier for you to earn your salvation with a little bit of help from Him. Some people do think Paul is teaching such ideas, but they go completely against everything which Paul teaches in this Epistle. So, Paul says: Work Out Your Salvation (your faith in Christ) into your life…. 
This is where I really wish English was as precise as Greek. I believe that I have lamented with you before that the English language doesn’t have a plural form of the word “you.” (Southern American English does- “Y’all.”) The problem is that you often can’t tell whether the Biblical writer is speaking to the congregation as a whole or to individuals… The Word to Work out is plural, but the word for “your salvation” is singular, and then he adds “for yourselves”. Many translations reflect this by saying, Work out your OWN Salvation… So, PLEASE understand what Paul is saying, All of you must Work Out your own individual salvation for yourselves throughout your life!

This is what I was talking about last week when I began to talk about Fondant. When I need to make a new color with my fondant, I have to add a bit of color, and then I work it throughout the entire lump.  It takes effort and work …  you have to knead it and massage it until the color is consistent! That is the same idea contained in this word. Paul is commanding you and me to work out your own salvation into the way you think and speak and feel and act… To consistently be Christian in every part of your life!

And we know that He is speaking of thinking and speaking and feeling and acting in certain ways, because of what he tells us in vs.14-16, and at the beginning of chapter 2… Glance back to vs.1-5, and then Look at vs.14-16…

What do you see?! You see Paul commanding specific actions which combine to give us the whole lump of our lives… If you truly belong to Christ, then you will want to have His color (His Light/His Gospel) worked out & thru every part of YOU – your thoughts, words, emotions and actions! You will want to follow His example: Even as Christ submitted to the Father’s will, so every True Believer will want to submit to and obey the Lord in everything!

This command to work involves EVERYTHING! Not just your “Sunday time” or “Christian” stuff… Every part of the Believer’s life needs this work – this diligent effort – to take your salvation and spread it into every nook/cranny! Each of you need to be Asking and Answering: How does my Faith and the Gospel apply to: my Neighbor, my JOB, or my housework  - ministries? FOR YOU CHILDREN, How does salvation by Jesus affect the way you do your school work or chores, and how you obey your parents? Your attitudes or reactions?! 

How does the Gospel of Grace effect your eating and drinking habits? What about even your sleep patterns?! EVERY MOMENT OF EVERY DAY – EACH OF YOU is PREACHING A Sermon to the world around you about what you believe and who you trust by every action and reaction! 


What are you saying?! Are you demonstrating a fearless dependence upon the salvation of the Conquering and Exalted Christ?! Or are you revealing a fearful distraction with the affairs of this world – doubting the goodness of God entirely?!
 
Now, at this point, some would object that this is impossible… That you can’t live this way, applying the Gospel to all of life! And you might not want to even try… but that is where you need our SECOND point!
II. The Comfort of God’s Work IN        (REPEAT)
 



Some of you are probably smoldering away asking yourself, “Why Bother?!” If we are saved by Christ, and we can’t be perfect, why not give up? 







If the power HAD to come only from you as a redeemed sinner… that question would be valid!
You shouldn’t bother if you think that the energy and willpower can come from you – for you can’t do this on your own! In fact, it isn’t even that you need a little help = you actually are incapable of doing this work apart from God’s work in you! 
HOWEVER, you DO have Power from God!






And it is HIS power which is the major motivation to Be active and Intentional in the Christian life!


For what does Paul say? Read vs.12c  WHY?! Because…vs. 13
THE KEY IS THIS: The Power comes from GOD!
Paul calls you to obey BECAUSE/FOR IT IS GOD who works in you BOTH to WILL and to Work for His Good Pleasure!
 Think about those words… To Will – Every decision and desire is an act of your Will. Every time you go eat, you make a decision of your Will. Every time you show kindness to another, you Will that to happen. You often don’t consciously make every decision of the will – but your Will is active each and every day in whatever you want and do. And God is at work to MAKE YOU WILL, or Want or desire, what God’s Good pleasure desires for you!
And then it isn’t that God makes you want and desire that which is good, and then He abandons you to chase it impotently… NO!! God gives you the ABILITY AS WELL! He is at work BOTH to WILL and TO WORK.
When you take the step of faith to obey God’s command,  you will find that it was God all along who gave you that desire – that will to change… and even more, He is the one who will give you the strength to obey and ACT like a Christian!
When you really step back and look at this command to practice your salvation – there are a lot of similarities to Jesus’ command to the lame man of John 5 = There was a cripple who had been lying there for 38 years waiting for a miracle, unable to move or walk… and Jesus said, “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.” HE WAS LAME! He could have told Jesus, No, I can’t. Don’t you see I am lame?! 







   Instead, as he tried to obey, he found the strength to obey, because Jesus healed him! 
  You are lame on your own, & yet Jesus Christ calls you to Get up, & work out your salvation each day! 

And as you try to act and OBEY, you too will experience the power of God in your life! 
You can be diligent and active in the Christian life, and you can persevere in doing good… because God is the one at work in you. Now, some of you are probably already thinking… Okay, if you are about to tell me all the things that I should do, that I don’t do – Don’t Bother… I know what I should do, but I just can’t! It is impossible! For me… You don’t know my situation/struggles/temptations (you name it!). 
And you are probably right… It is impossible for you and me to serve God as He commands… But you know what... we serve a God who can do the impossible! So, who cares if it is impossible! 
SINCE WHEN DID THAT EVER BOTHER GOD?!God Does the impossible each and every day!




     Next time someone complains “it is impossible” SWEET! That means its in God’s hands, right?
 And If GOD has decided that something should happen – no failing or weakness of yours is capable of stopping Him!

I know that I have told you this story before, but it won’t hurt you to hear it again! My Father had learned this lesson to the point that when the world seemed most out of control – He was the most at rest! My father was a pastor who had major heart problems… and there was a time when he had just had another heart attack, and the doctors’ bills were piling up and we couldn’t pay them, and one of our cars broke down, which for a family of 8 was a big deal… and then while Dad was at the doctor, the lawnmower broke… and we were afraid to tell Dad when he got home. Because we thought it would break his spirit… but we told him and He let out a yell: PRAISE THE LORD! And we all thought – Oh, No, that has done it, He has lost his mind! But then Dad started explaining – “Children, don’t you see, if we can’t do it, and these are things that we need – God has promised to provide – we can relax and stop stressing because it is CLEARLY impossible – therefore, God is at work and He will sort it out – and it will be great!”
 And it was… we received a random check in the mail to pay the bills, someone gave us a new car, and we were given I think 2 lawnmowers! 
The week after I first preached on this topic down in Nelson, I had a rough week, and I was nearly at the point of a panic attack with stress… I was really wrestling with God in Prayer and saying – “GOD This is too much, I can’t handle it, this is impossible to get all this done!” But as soon as I said it, God reminded me of my own sermon! And I started laughing out loud – Okay Lord! You are right! Sweet! You are in Control. I can relax – and I did – and the Lord provided! It is Awesome – it does work!

The awesome thing about the Christian life is that when you stop coasting and acting like doing nothing is okay… and when you start seeking the Lord and exerting effort in your Christian walk – YOU find out just how impossible it is to serve God as you ought… and that leads you to turn to Him and rest in His strength… it is then that you find that you aren’t on some puny push bike, pedaling through the Christian life in your own strength… 

No! When we look to Christ and follow Him: you find yourself being propelled, not by your own efforts, but by the Rocket Power of the Almighty God! For He is at work within those who trust in Him!






And Trust is not a thought in your head, it is a way of LIVING life!


Conclusion:
God has saved you from sin, And as you Act like it, you will see that He still is saving you from sin…
If you trust Him for eternal salvation, you will trust Him to deliver you from lying and lusting, doubting and stealing and gossiping and every other sin you might struggle with!

When you are sitting idle in a car, the car doesn’t go anywhere. You can’t coast uphill, you will only roll backwards… But when you trust that the car is running and that it is in gear, and you put your foot on the gas – the car accelerates and you get somewhere. 

Ultimately, Paul is calling you to take the step of faith in Salvation’s car – put your foot on the gas – start applying the Gospel to every area of your life, and you will see that this is no pedal car/Push Bike, but Rather, this is Power of God for salvation and sanctification and change. 
This isn’t about earning your salvation – or being “good enough”… it is about resting and acting based on the saving/transforming power of God! 

AND as you step out in faith to seek God… 








 
    you will see God Glorified in your life as you find His Power Sufficient for EVERY area of Life!




SO STEP OUT IN FAITH/OBEDIENCE – WORK IT OUT, In His Strength!

AMEN.

